
Samuel – the final judge: 
1 Samuel 8:1 
1
And it came about when Samuel was old that he appointed his sons judges over Israel.  

1 Samuel 8:2 
2
Now the name of his firstborn was Joel, and the name of his second, Abijah; they were judging in 

Beersheba.  

1 Samuel 8:3 
3
His sons, however, did not walk in his ways, but turned aside after dishonest gain and took bribes 

and perverted justice. 

 

So the people want a King…. 
Deuteronomy 17:14 
14

“When you enter the land which the LORD your God gives you, and you possess it and live in it, 

and you say, ‘I will set a king over me like all the nations who are around me,’  

Deuteronomy 17:15 
15

you shall surely set a king over you whom the LORD your God chooses, one from among your 

countrymen you shall set as king over yourselves; you may not put a foreigner over yourselves who 

is not your countryman. 

So God chooses a king for them…. 

 Rich family 

 Benjamin – what do we know about them? 

  Weird scene with the concubine…. ( some years earlier) 

  Centrally located 

  Fierce tribe 

 Very tall – “a head above all the rest of the countrymen” 

 Good looking…. Tall, regal, looks the part of a king. 

Pattern in God’s story – Leaders 

Calls them, Presents them, Tests them 

God Calls Saul: 
1 Samuel 10:1 
1
Then Samuel took the flask of oil, poured it on his head, kissed him and said, “Has not the LORD 

anointed you a ruler over His inheritance? 
New American Standard Bible 

 

Saul is Presented and the People Affirm him 
 

1 Samuel 10:22 



22
Therefore they inquired further of the LORD, “Has the man come here yet?” So the LORD said, 

“Behold, he is hiding himself by the baggage.”  

1 Samuel 10:23 
23

So they ran and took him from there, and when he stood among the people, he was taller than any 

of the people from his shoulders upward.  

1 Samuel 10:24 
24

Samuel said to all the people, “Do you see him whom the LORD has chosen? Surely there is no 

one like him among all the people.” So all the people shouted and said, “Long live the king!” 

 

1 Samuel 10:25 
25

Then Samuel told the people the ordinances of the kingdom, and wrote them in the book and 

placed it before the LORD. And Samuel sent all the people away, each one to his house. 

 

God Tests Saul: 
1 Samuel 11:6 
6
Then the Spirit of God came upon Saul mightily when he heard these words, and he became very 

angry.  

1 Samuel 11:7 
7
He took a yoke of oxen and cut them in pieces, and sent them throughout the territory of Israel by 

the hand of messengers, saying, “Whoever does not come out after Saul and after Samuel, so shall it 

be done to his oxen.” Then the dread of the LORD fell on the people, and they came out as one 

man.  

1 Samuel 11:8 
8
He numbered them in Bezek; and the sons of Israel were 300,000, and the men of Judah 30,000. 

Unites county….  

 Fights the Ammonites…..PASSES THE TEST 

Philistines – fails the test 

What is Saul’s biggest problem?   
 

1 Samuel 13:8 
8
Now he waited seven days, according to the appointed time set by Samuel, but Samuel did not 

come to Gilgal; and the people were scattering from him.  

1 Samuel 13:9 
9
So Saul said, “Bring to me the burnt offering and the peace offerings.” And he offered the burnt 

offering.  

1 Samuel 13:10 
10

As soon as he finished offering the burnt offering, behold, Samuel came; and Saul went out to 

meet him and to greet him.  

1 Samuel 13:11 
11

But Samuel said, “What have you done?” And Saul said, “Because I saw that the people were 

scattering from me, and that you did not come within the appointed days, and that the Philistines 

were assembling at Michmash,  



1 Samuel 13:12 
12

therefore I said, ‘Now the Philistines will come down against me at Gilgal, and I have not asked 

the favor of the LORD.’ So I forced myself and offered the burnt offering.”  

1 Samuel 13:13 
13

Samuel said to Saul, “You have acted foolishly; you have not kept the commandment of the 

LORD your God, which He commanded you, for now the LORD would have established your 

kingdom over Israel forever.  

1 Samuel 13:14 
14

“But now your kingdom shall not endure. The LORD has sought out for Himself a man after His 

own heart, and the LORD has appointed him as ruler over His people, because you have not kept 

what the LORD commanded you.” 

Second Test – The Amalekites – supposed to wipe them out 
 

1 Samuel 15:9 
9
But Saul and the people spared Agag and the best of the sheep, the oxen, the fatlings, the lambs, 

and all that was good, and were not willing to destroy them utterly; but everything despised and 

worthless, that they utterly destroyed. 

Saul said he saved the animals to “sacrifice to God” 

 
1 Samuel 15:22 
22

Samuel said, 

 “Has the LORD as much delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices 

 As in obeying the voice of the LORD? 

 Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, 

 And to heed than the fat of rams. 

Obey means to listen 

1 Samuel 15:23 
23

 “For rebellion is as the sin of divination, 

 And insubordination is as iniquity and idolatry. 

 Because you have rejected the word of the LORD, 

 He has also rejected you from being king.” 

Insubordination means to PRESS OR PUSH 
 

 

 

 

A STUDY OF A HEART FOR GOD 

 

1 Samuel 16:1 (TLB) 
1
Finally the Lord said to Samuel, “You have mourned long enough for Saul, for I have rejected him 

as king of Israel. Now take a vial of olive oil and go to Bethlehem and find a man named Jesse, for I 

have selected one of his sons to be the new king.” 

1 Samuel 16:2 (TLB) 



2
But Samuel asked, “How can I do that? If Saul hears about it, he will kill me.” 

“Take a heifer with you,” the Lord replied, “and say that you have come to make a sacrifice to the 

Lord.  

 

Wow….. Lot’s happened – Samuel – Human leader/Judge  of Israel –  
appointed Saul (no king w/o him) 
 afraid for his life???? What’s happened???? 

   (sneek preview to verse 14) 

1 Samuel 16:3 (TLB) 
3
Then call Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you which of his sons to anoint.” 

1 Samuel 16:4 (TLB) 
4
So Samuel did as the Lord had told him to. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the elders of the city 

came trembling to meet him. 

“What is wrong?” they asked. “Why have you come?” 

 

Why are they afraid?  (prophets had power, but the politics have changed) 

 

1 Samuel 16:5 (TLB) 
5
But he replied, “All is well. I have come to sacrifice to the Lord. Purify yourselves and come with 

me to the sacrifice.” 

And he performed the purification rite on Jesse and his sons, and invited them too.  

1 Samuel 16:6 (TLB) 
6
When they arrived, Samuel took one look at Eliab and thought, “Surely this is the man the Lord 

has chosen!” 

1 Samuel 16:7 (TLB) 
7
But the Lord said to Samuel, “Don’t judge by a man’s face or height, for this is not the one. I don’t 

make decisions the way you do! Men judge by outward appearance, but I look at a man’s thoughts 

and intentions.” 

 

Like Mother Teresa 
 

1 Samuel 16:8 (TLB) 
8
Then Jesse told his son Abinadab to step forward and walk in front of Samuel. But the Lord said, 

“This is not the right man either.” 

1 Samuel 16:9 (TLB) 
9
Next Jesse summoned Shammah, but the Lord said, “No, this is not the one.” In the same way all 

seven of his sons presented themselves to Samuel and were rejected. 

1 Samuel 16:10 (TLB) 
10-11

“The Lord has not chosen any of them,” Samuel told Jesse. “Are these all there are?” 

“Well, there is the youngest,” Jesse replied. “But he’s out in the fields watching the sheep.” 

“Send for him at once,” Samuel said, “for we will not sit down to eat until he arrives.” 

 

What????  
The most important man (spiritually) and second most important politically 
 Your son is out with the sheep??? 



What does this tell us… about David’s family??? His upbringing?? 
 

1 Samuel 16:12 (TLB) 
12

So Jesse sent for him. He was a fine looking boy, ruddy-faced, and with pleasant eyes. And the 

Lord said, “This is the one; anoint him.” 

1 Samuel 16:13 (TLB) 
13

So as David stood there among his brothers, Samuel took the olive oil he had brought and poured 

it upon David’s head; and the Spirit of Jehovah came upon him and gave him great power from that 

day onward. Then Samuel returned to Ramah. 

 

David is probably about 12 years old (Saul has ruled for 14 years) 
 

1 Samuel 16:14 (TLB) 
14

But the Spirit of the Lord had left Saul, and instead, the Lord had sent a tormenting spirit that 

filled him with depression and fear.  

 

Go figure…. The King goes crazy…. God allows “evil spirit”  (distorted 
thinking) 
 

1 Samuel 16:15 (TLB) 
15-16

Some of Saul’s aides suggested a cure. 

“We’ll find a good harpist to play for you whenever the tormenting spirit is bothering you,” they 

said. “The harp music will quiet you and you’ll soon be well again.” 

1 Samuel 16:17 (TLB) 
17

“All right,” Saul said. “Find me a harpist.” 

1 Samuel 16:18 (TLB) 
18

One of them said he knew a young fellow in Bethlehem, the son of a man named Jesse, who was 

not only a talented harp player, but was handsome, brave, and strong, and had good, solid judgment. 

“What’s more,” he added, “the Lord is with him.” 

1 Samuel 16:19 (TLB) 
19

So Saul sent messengers to Jesse, asking that he send his son David the shepherd.  

1 Samuel 16:20 (TLB) 
20

Jesse responded by sending not only David but a young goat and a donkey carrying a load of food 

and wine.  

1 Samuel 16:21 (TLB) 
21

From the instant he saw David, Saul admired and loved him; and David became his bodyguard. 

1 Samuel 16:22 (TLB) 
22

Then Saul wrote to Jesse, “Please let David join my staff, for I am very fond of him.” 

1 Samuel 16:23 (TLB) 
23

And whenever the tormenting spirit from God troubled Saul, David would play the harp and Saul 

would feel better, and the evil spirit would go away. 

 

Did you see that???? 

 The king goes crazy ( but sent by God) 

 The court comes up with a solution…  play music (why not drink? Pray over him?) 

  There is a musician…. Jesse’s son… David 



 

Worship…. Sometimes even when music is not that good…. God meets you in it. 

 Someone in Saul’s court had this experience with David…. 

 

GOD IS AMAZING…. 

 Inexperienced David…. Needs to learn how to be a king…. 

 

You have to get this…..  nothing kid,  

    from nothing family 

    nothing town 

    plays harp… SO WHAT…I’m sure Saul haas lots of musicians 

 

MILLION/BILLION DOLLAR ADVICE 
 

Right Place at Right Time 

 

 Right Place – Wrong Time 
 Egyptians 1000BC – electric battery – 2900 years BEFORE electric motor   

 Leonardo DaVinci – invented the helicopter – 500 years before the combustion engine 

 

 Bill Gates – Talks to IBM – to develop PC – sells them DOS 

  The other guy – sold his software to Gates for 50K….  

   Right time…. Not talking to IBM/ working out of garage…. Wrong place 

 

 

First Principle:  David Has a Clear View of What God is Like: 
 

David is a Shepherd.  You can see this in the 23rd Psalm... 

 

 

Psalm 23:1 
1 

The LORD is my shepherd, 

 I shall not want. 

Note on Psalms 23:1 
A psalm of David.  The Self Existant, Eternal Lord is my shepherd (and my companion and friend).  I lack nothing nor 

am I decreased in any way. 

 

Psalm 23:2 
2
 He makes me lie down in green pastures; 

 He leads me beside quiet waters. 
Note on Psalms 23:2 
He makes me lie down and rest in tender green grass which he makes as a home for me. (the place that is cool, restfull, 

with a cool, pleasant effect on me).  With a sparkle in His eye, he gently leads me on beside the still, quiet waters (the 

only place that I will be comfortable to be refreshed and strengthened) 

 

Psalm 23:3 
3
 He restores my soul; 



 He guides me in the paths of righteousness 

 For His name’s sake. 
Note on Psalms 23:3 
He gives strength back again to my soul, (the God-breathed part of me).  With a sparkle in His eye again, He gently 

leads me in the right paths, those of equity, well being and prosperity.  He does this conspicuously as a mark of who He 

is, for the sake of His works, character and reputation (name). 
Psalm 23:4 
4
 Even though I walk through the �valley of the shadow of death, 

 I fear no �evil, for You are with me; 

 Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me. 
Note on Psalms 23:4 

Even though I a must walk(often times carrying a load) through a deep, dark,  narrow valley where death casts its 

shadow, I  will not be afraid of calamity for you are close beside me.  Your rod of ruling, fighting off my enemies and 

leading me, and also your staff of support for me makes me breathe a sigh of relief.  They are a comfort to me that 

consoles me and puts me at ease. 

 

Psalm 23:5 
5
 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 

 You have anointed my head with oil; 

 My cup overflows. 
Note on Psalms 23:5 
You prepare a table feast before me  right in front of  the opposing guard of my enemies who are actively moving 

against me.  You have deeply satisfied me and anointed my head with a perfumed oil to heal me and set me apart.  You 

have filled what my hands can hold as if my cup were full to the brim and overflowing. 

 

Psalm 23:6 
6
 Surely goodness and lovingkindness will follow me all the days of my life, 

 And I will �dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 

 

Note on Psalms 23:6 
Certainly and absolutely, goodness and merciful kindness shall pursue and run after me every single day of my life and 

I will quietly sit down and dwell in the family home of YHWH, the Eternal Lord, for an eternity of days. 

 

 



 

A STUDY OF A HEART FOR GOD 

A Giant Battle  -  A Giant Faith    

I Sam 17 
 

 

Describe Goliath from the text.  (vs 4-7).  Goliath was a descendant of Anak.  What is 
significant about this?  Read Numbers 13: 22, 30-34 & Deuteronomy 1:28.  Do you know why 
David carried 5 stones?  2 Sam 21:16-22  and Deut 2:10 

 

Goliath is 9-11 Feet Tall.... With girth to match 

He carries 150 lbs of armor on him 

 

Goliath flings insults at Israelites and GOD.... 

 All Israel’s army.... Stares at this for 40 days 

 In comes David who has this reaction.... 

 

Look at Picture of Valley 

 Hill Country 

 Flatlands 

  No one wanted to get ambushed…  

   Jews knew the hills….  

   Philistines had fortified cities in the plains… 

 

1 Samuel 17:26 
26

Then David spoke to the men who were standing by him, saying, “What will be done for the man 

who kills this Philistine and takes away the reproach from Israel? For who is this uncircumcised 

Philistine, that he should taunt the armies of the living God?” 

 

See that???? 

 What is David’s attitude towards the Giant? 

  What are his emotions? 

 

1 Sam. 17:32 (NASB) 
32

David said to Saul, “Let no man’s heart fail on account of him; your servant will go and fight with 

this Philistine.”
 

 

 

NOTE:  Goliath calls the Israelites the Servants of Saul (v.8).  David calls them the Armies of 
the Living God. (v.26b).   
 

So David, the 12-year old, tells Saul, the King (the tallest guy in the whole country)  to “not let your 

heart fail...” Because of this Giant.... BECAUSE HE, the 12-year old, WILL FIGHT HIM!!!! 

 

Prov. 28:1 (NASB) 
 



 

 

Second Principle:  David Has a Clear View of Himself  
 (based on principle #1..... What God is like) 

 

 

1 Sam. 17:34 (NASB) 
 

 

How inexperienced was David really?  (vs. 34-37)   How does God train us?  
(Luke 16:10) 
What has God been doing with him?  How does this relate to our lives???? 
 

Luke 16:10 
10

“He who is faithful in a very little thing is faithful also in much; and he who is unrighteous in a 

very little thing is unrighteous also in much.  

Note on Luke 16:10 
He who is faithful, reliable and trustworthy in the very small or least of things is faithful, reliable and trustworthy in 

great or many or deeper, or larger things.  He who is not just and not right in very small things is not right and not just 

in greater, deeper and larger things. 

 

In Psalm 27, we find David's true attitude about battles.  Read Ps 27:1-6.  What is the secret 
of David's Giant Faith? 



 

 

 

 

Review So far 1 Sam 16-19 
Boy King anointed  (maybe 12 years old) 

 God looks at inside…. Man looks at outside �  sees something in this boy 

Ch 17 – David fights Goliath �  Who is this who defies the living God? 

 POINT – David assumes God is ALWAYS there…. He’s weird… 

Ch 18 Saul tries to kill david 

1
st
  chucking his spear 

 2
nd

  Philistine foreskins – bazaar mutilation… turning them into jews 

 

Ch 19 �3rd  Sends assassins – “he’s sick”  NO ONE wants to kill david 

By the way… 

Jonathan & David devise a plan to test Saul’s insanity….  

 To answer – Does Saul really want David dead… 

Saul reacts to Jonathan…. Throws his spear…. 

 Jonathan & David realize 

  Not safe for David 

  Saul REALLY wants him dead 

They recommit oaths… (discussion questions) 

 And say goodbye… 

 



 

 



 

 
So David runs 
During that time:  lies – puts priests at risk –  

a whole town dies 
One priest escapes – goes to David DAVID HAS A PRIEST 
A band of “discontented” come to be with David 
 With an insane leader…. Good people go elsewhere 
DAVID HAS AN ARMY 
 
Next David and his band run to Moab 
 Says: Prophet GAD tells him to come back to Judah 
DAVID HAS A PROPHET 
David learns of an attack by Philistines 
 David asks God…. Goes and fights 

 
God’s will WILL be done ���� David is King! 
 Tactical vs practical? 



 

The God of Our Perspective 
Psalm 63 

 
 
 

(Psa 63:1 NASB)  (A Psalm of David, when he was in the wilderness of Judah.) O God, Thou 
art my God; I shall seek Thee earnestly; My soul thirsts for Thee, my flesh yearns for Thee, In 

a dry and weary land where there is no water. 
 

What is the first thing that David acknowledges?  ( that His God is the God of his problems) 
 

Earnestly - Like the first ray of light in early morni 
ng.....  Longing for light, knowing it is coming 
 
What is the state of David’s perspective at this moment?  What is his satisfaction level?   
 {Thirsting and yearning in dry parched place -  
  God is water.... 
  Nowhere to be found......  } 
 
Is God really absent?   
 
So how does he find the God of his thirst????? 
 
 
 
(Psa 63:2 NASB)  Thus I have beheld Thee in the sanctuary, To see Thy power and Thy glory. 
 
What is it about the “sanctuary”?  Why would David remember God there? 
 
When we struggle we need a God of tendersness, approachableness.... 
 But also... God of Power 
 

Amazing thing about God    

Gen 2:7  Formed dust & Breathed into Him   became a living being 

Is 40:26  Name for all the stars  By the greatness of His Power & the strength of His might 
Not one is out of place 

2 Tim 6  Dwells in unapproachable light, His brilliance & radiance, & purity    

God does not have power...  God IS POWER    The powerful forces of nature & the 
cosmos  ...Footprints or side effects of god's unlimited power  

Yet  with this super collosal power, He looks beyond angels turns to us & says "Call Me 
Dad "   Rom 8  "DADDY" 

Two things REmember     1)God of unlimited Power 



 

                                         2) God of unlimited Tenderness 

 
What is the result of David’s remembering???? 
 
 
(Psa 63:3 NASB)  Because Thy lovingkindness is better than life, My lips will praise Thee. 
 
Something has happened here.... Has his situation in any way changed? 
 Absolom still trying to kill him? 
 No kingdom? No $$$  No  Life???? 
 
What’s the deal???? 
 
(Psa 63:4 NASB)  So I will bless Thee as long as I live; I will lift up my hands in Thy name. 
(Psa 63:5 NASB)  My soul is satisfied as with marrow and fatness, And my mouth offers 
praises with joyful lips. 
 

 His Soul  is Satisfied 

    Soul = Who he really is...  The living, deepest part 

     is  SATISFIED  means filled to the brim 

 

Can You imagine...David's generals come to him to plan battle.. 

David says "  I am so satisfied, contented.  You couldn't fill me with any more satisfaction 

"Right Dave"... Just sit down...  Try not to think 

He's lost everything our culture tells us brings satisfaction 

...money, house , luxeries, job, position in life, power, prestige, close friends, family,  His 
Son  seeking to kill him 

EITHER David has snapped...  Lost touch with reality 

OR He's giving us a very significant, deep truth about what SATISFIES the human heart. 

PATTERN TO DAVIDS PROCESSING IN CRISIS 

 

a. He tells God about it  (Ps 27:1-3 how bad it is…. Raw, Open, etc) 

b. He tells himself the truth 

i. About God (Ps 27:4-5  His power, His love, His involvement) 

ii. About that crisis with God involved 

c. He Enjoys God’s Reality (Ps 27:6  restored heart - joy, exultation) 
 



 

 



 

  

1 Samuel 22:22 
22

Then David said to Abiathar, “I knew on that day, when Doeg the Edomite was there, that he 

would surely tell Saul. I have brought about the death of every person in your father’s 
household.  

1 Samuel 22:23 
23

“Stay with me; do not be afraid, for he who seeks my life seeks your life, for you are safe with 

me.” 

 

 

The only survivor of Nob is Abiather, a priest.  What does David say to him?  (v22) Why is this 

significant?  There is something about the heart of David that we now see in this confession.  What 

do you see? 

 

David's statement to Abiathar (1 Sam 22:23 NASB)  "Stay with me, do not be afraid, for he who 

seeks my life seeks your life; for you are safe with me." 

 

Safe????? 
 His whole clan (85 men) with women and children (maybe 300 people) DEAD 
 

Psalm 27:1 
1 

The LORD is my light and my salvation; 

 Whom shall I fear? 

 The LORD is the defense of my life; 

 Whom shall I dread? 

Note on Psalms 27:1 

The Self Existent Lord is my illumination and my deliverence to safety.  Who shall I be afraid of?  The Self 

Existent Lord is my strong fortified place, the strong defense of my life.  Who shall startle me or make me afraid? 

 

Psalm 27:2 
2
 When evildoers came upon me to devour my flesh, 

 My adversaries and my enemies, they stumbled and fell. 
 

Note on Psalms 27:2 

When people who are evil and wicked come near, approaching me as to entirely consume and devour who I am 

as a person, these hostile adversaries, enemies and foes, they will stumble, stagger, totter  and then fell down 

 

Psalm 27:3 
3
 Though a host encamp against me, 

 My heart will not fear; 

 Though war arise against me, 

 In spite of this I shall be confident. 

 
Note on Psalms 27:3 
When an army marches and encamps against me (surrounds me), my heart (where my feelings, will, and even intellect 

are) will not be frightened or startled. Or if a war battle rise up against me, I will trust and be bold and confident. 



 

 

Psalm 27:4 
4
 One thing I have asked from the LORD, that I shall seek: 

 That I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, 

 To behold the �beauty of the LORD 

 And to �meditate in His temple. 
 

Note on Psalms 27:4 

Out of all the things I think I need , there is one singular, united thing that I inquire of God for; this is what 

I am searching out and striving after, to sit down and dwell in the house of God, the Self Existent One, every single day 

that I am alive; to gaze at and contemplate the agreeableness, the pleasantness, the grace and the beauty of God, to 

inspect, admire and consider these attributes in His House (the place where He lives). 

 

Psalm 27:5 
5
 For in the day of trouble He will conceal me in His tabernacle; 

 In the secret place of His tent He will hide me; 

 He will lift me up on a rock. 

Tabernacle = Tent 
 
What kind of safety do you really have in a tent? 
 

Psalm 27:6 
6
 And now my head will be lifted up above my enemies around me, 

 And I will offer in His tent sacrifices with shouts of joy;  

 I will sing, yes, I will sing praises to the LORD. 

 

But David wavers…. Just like you and me 
"You are safe with me?"  Compare this statement with David's comment to Jonathon only a few 

days earlier.  (I Sam 20:3b) 

 

1 Samuel 20:3 
3
Yet David vowed again, saying, “Your father knows well that I have found favor in your sight, and 

he has said, ‘Do not let Jonathan know this, or he will be grieved.’ But truly as the LORD lives 
and as your soul lives, there is hardly a step between me and death.” 
 

In Psalm 27:5, David understands something different about safety….  

 

Psalm 27:5 
5
 For in the day of trouble He will conceal me in His tabernacle; 

 In the secret place of His tent He will hide me;` 

 He will lift me up on a rock. 

 

 

 



 

 

 
Instructions from the Word…. 
 

Psalm 1:1 
1 

How blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked, 

 Nor stand in the path of sinners, 

 Nor sit in the seat of scoffers! 

Note on Psalms 1:1 
Its a happy man who does not keep pace with and be conversant with the advice of morally wrong people or abide in 

the life course of guilty criminals or make their home in and are married to the home or assembly of people who mouth 

off and scoff.  

 

Psalm 1:2 
2
 But his delight is in the law of the LORD, 

 And in His law he meditates day and night. 
Note on Psalms 1:2 
But the pleasure that he values are the precepts of the self existent, eternal God and he ponders and meditates on 

these precepts day and night, in the good times and the dark times. 

 

Psalm 1:3 
3
 He will be like a tree firmly planted by streams of water, 

 Which yields its fruit in its season 

 And its leaf does not wither; 

 And in whatever he does, he prospers. 
 
Note on Psalms 1:3 
He is like a tree planted along side the irrigation canal or river (this is something that was made specifically to bring 

water to the plants. It is not just by happenstance that the river is there, but that the river was made there to water the 

plants.) continually producing fruit, where the folliage doesn't wilt and fall off.  Everything this person does shall 

prosper and be good and profitable 

 

Psalm 119:105 
105

 Your word is a lamp to my feet 

 And a light to my path. 

 
Without a lamp to my feet,  light to my path 
 Stumble  and fall 

 
Word…. Spoken word 
 Different from just the “law” 

 
Hearing God’s voice…. More than just the scripture.. 
 But dangerous… must be kept in balance 



 

  David KNOWS this…. 
 
He holds the prompting from God, more loosely than 
Scripture… 
  - He tests it 
  People close to him 
  People in authority in the faith 
  ALWAYS ALWAYS measured against scripture 
  



 

 

 

1 Samuel 24:1 
1
Now when Saul returned from pursuing the Philistines, he was told, saying, “Behold, David is in 

the wilderness of Engedi.”  

1 Samuel 24:2 
2
Then Saul took three thousand chosen men from all Israel and went to seek David and his men in 

front of the Rocks of the Wild Goats.  

1 Samuel 24:3 
3
He came to the sheepfolds on the way, where there was a cave; and Saul went in to relieve himself. 

Now David and his men were sitting in the inner recesses of the cave.  

1 Samuel 24:4 
4
The men of David said to him, “Behold, this is the day of which the LORD said to you, ‘Behold; I 

am about to give your enemy into your hand, and you shall do to him as it seems good to you.’” 

Then David arose and cut off the edge of Saul’s robe secretly.  

1 Samuel 24:5 
5
It came about afterward that David’s conscience bothered him because he had cut off the edge of 

Saul’s robe.  

 

(CAVES EVERYWHERE….. GOD CLEARLY IS INVOLVED HERE) 

David has a prophetic truth on him – His men know 
 His men interpret it….. what do you think about that? 
  

Acts 17:11 
11

Now these were more noble-minded than those in Thessalonica, for they received the word with 

great eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see whether these things were so. 
 
Edge of Robe – some people think it’s tseet tseet – tassles on Jewish clothing… represents the 

covenant 

 Jesus – woman touches edge of robe � healed… 

 

 

1 Samuel 24:6 
6
So he said to his men, “Far be it from me because of the LORD that I should do this thing to my 

lord, the LORD’S anointed, to stretch out my hand against him, since he is the LORD’S anointed.”  

1 Samuel 24:7 
7
David persuaded his men with these words and did not allow them to rise up against Saul. And 

Saul arose, left the cave, and went on his way. 

 

WOW….. PAUSE…. STOP…. 
 Museum example – David = masterpiece of faith!!!! 
 
What are the benefits of taking his men’s advice? 
 What are the dangers – do circumstances always point to God’s will 



 

 
Last week – Hearing the voice of God…. 
 Getting an inkling 
  Testing it with other believers. 
  Going back to God 
 
This week – The  WORD is ALWAYS trump card 
  

Numbers 23:19 
19

 “God is not a man, that He should lie, 

 Nor a son of man, that He should repent; 

 Has He said, and will He not do it? 

 Or has He spoken, and will He not make it good? 

 
 
 
 

1 Samuel 24:8 
8
Now afterward David arose and went out of the cave and called after Saul, saying, “My lord the 

king!” And when Saul looked behind him, David bowed with his face to the ground and prostrated 

himself.  

1 Samuel 24:9 
9
David said to Saul, “Why do you listen to the words of men, saying, ‘Behold, David seeks to harm 

you’?  

1 Samuel 24:10 
10

“Behold, this day your eyes have seen that the LORD had given you today into my hand in the 

cave, and some said to kill you, but my eye had pity on you; and I said, ‘I will not stretch out my 

hand against my lord, for he is the LORD’S anointed.’  

1 Samuel 24:11 
11

“Now, my father, see! Indeed, see the edge of your robe in my hand! For in that I cut off the edge 

of your robe and did not kill you, know and perceive that there is no evil or rebellion in my hands, 

and I have not sinned against you, though you are lying in wait for my life to take it.  

 

So is God involved here?  Did he orchestrate this???? 
 

What is Saul’s biggest problem?   
1 Samuel 15:22 
22

Samuel said, 

 “Has the LORD as much delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices 

 As in obeying the voice of the LORD? 

 Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, 

 And to heed than the fat of rams. 

Obey means to listen 

1 Samuel 15:23 



 

23
 “For rebellion is as the sin of divination, 

 And insubordination is as iniquity and idolatry. 

 Because you have rejected the word of the LORD, 

 He has also rejected you from being king.” 

Insubordination means to PRESS OR PUSH 

 

1 Samuel 24:22 
22

David swore to Saul. And Saul went to his home, but David and his men went up to the 

stronghold 

 

Psalm 61:1 
1 

Hear my cry, O God; 

 Give heed to my prayer. 

Psalm 61:2 
2
 From the end of the earth I call to You when my heart is faint; 

 Lead me to the rock that is higher than I. 

 

So even Saul agrees DAVID WILL BE KING!!!!! 

 But David goes back to the caves….. hiding… running for life 

  Excluded from Presence of God….. 

 

1 Peter 5:6 
6
Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at the proper 

time,  

1 Peter 5:7 
7
casting all your anxiety on Him, because He cares for you. 

 
 



 

DAVID - A STUDY OF A HEART FOR GOD 
A Man on the Run...STILL  

I Sam 25 

 

David picked up some more wives 
David gets Saul placed in his hands AGAIN. 
 David holds off again….. 
 

1 Samuel 26:7 
7
So David and Abishai came to the people by night, and behold, Saul lay sleeping inside the circle 

of the camp with his spear stuck in the ground at his head; and Abner and the people were lying 

around him.  

1 Samuel 26:8 
8
Then Abishai said to David, “Today God has delivered your enemy into your hand; now therefore, 

please let me strike him with the spear to the ground with one stroke, and I will not strike him the 

second time.”  

1 Samuel 26:9 
9
But David said to Abishai, “Do not destroy him, for who can stretch out his hand against the 

LORD’S anointed and be without guilt?”  

1 Samuel 26:10 
10

David also said, “As the LORD lives, surely the LORD will strike him, or his day will come that 

he dies, or he will go down into battle and perish.  

1 Samuel 26:11 
11

“The LORD forbid that I should stretch out my hand against the LORD’S anointed; but now 

please take the spear that is at his head and the jug of water, and let us go.” 
 

 

1 Samuel 27:1 
 
1Then David said to himself, “Now I will perish one day by the hand of Saul. There is nothing 

better for me than to escape into the land of the Philistines. Saul then will despair of searching for 

me anymore in all the territory of Israel, and I will escape from his hand.”  

 
“Then David said to himself”    
What does this usually mean for our hero? 

David heads to Gath…. Do you know who came from Gath? 
 Goliath…. The one place Saul will not look…. 
  Like one of us running to Al Kaida/Afganistan/Iraq 

What was God’s plan for where David needed to be? 
1 Samuel 22:5 
5
The prophet Gad said to David, “Do not stay in the stronghold; depart, and go into the land 

of Judah.” So David departed and went into the forest of Hereth 



 

 

The king of Gath gives him his own town outside of Gath 
 David does what David does….. keeping with the Story… 
  Siezes the land from the amorites, amalakites, etc. 
The promise to Abraham…. Not forgotten… David anointed 
 EVEN WHEN DAVID IS NOT IN THE CENTER OF GOD’S WILL 
 

New American Standard Bible 

 

 

Psalm 139:7 
7
 Where can I go from Your Spirit? 

 Or where can I flee from Your presence? 

Note on Psalms 139:7 
Where could I walk or be carried away from your Spirit or where could I suddenly bolt away from your face that is 

looking at me? 

 

Psalm 139:8 
8
 If I ascend to heaven, You are there; 

 If I make my bed in Sheol, behold, You are there. 
Note on Psalms 139:8 
If I ascend up to the skies (where the clouds and the stars are) or beyond to the heavens, there you are.  If I lay out my 

bed in the pit of hell or the world of the dead, behold you are there as well. 

 

Psalm 139:9 
9
 If I take the wings of the dawn, 

 If I dwell in the remotest part of the sea, 
Note on Psalms 139:9 
If I arise and advance forward as with wings to fly away in the early morning light, if I make my permanent home in the 

furthest part of the sea where the waters rage,  

 

Psalm 139:10 
10

 Even there Your hand will lead me, 

 And Your right hand will lay hold of me. 
Note on Psalms 139:10 
even so, just like in all the other places I could run to, your open hand of power, ability and direction will guide and 

move me, and your right hand, the powerful, loving force in my life, will lay hold of me, seize me, and take me into 

your possession. 

 

 

 

Bonus Question: 
He learned at least ONE really valuable thing in this time…. 
 Do you know what it was? 
 

 

1 Samuel 28:1 



 

1
Now it came about in those days that the Philistines gathered their armed camps for war, to 

fight against Israel. And Achish said to David, “Know assuredly that you will go out with 

me in the camp, you and your men.”  

1 Samuel 28:2 
2
David said to Achish, “Very well, you shall know what your servant can do.” So Achish said to 

David, “Very well, I will make you my bodyguard for life.” 
 

What do you think of David’s response? 
Do you see where David’s “thinking to himself has gotten him?” 
 What is he now being asked to do? 
 

 

So this big battle comes with Israel 
 They are going after the Jezreel Valley 
  Most important real estate in Israel 

– trade route 
– fertile valley  
– split Israel in half 

Philistine kings…. Who is David???? 
 They send him back – can’t fight with them…. 
 
Israel loses – Saul killed - JONATHAN KILLED 
 

Saul is terrified as he sees the Philistine armies amass 
 He is outnumbered and God is NOT talking to him anymore 
Saul goes to a witch to find answers 
 The witch is asked to “call up” Samuel 
  SHE DOES!!!! 
 
Samuel says…. Tomorrow you die 
 

Why would Saul think a witch could give him an answer??? 
 Non-relational with God – just religion…. 
  Do stuff to make God happy 
  If it doesn’t work…. Go to the enemies of God… 
 
Listening to God 
Listening to demons…. Same thing as long as it gets an answer 
Getting info from a prophet 
 Or from a demonic witch…. No real difference 
 
1 Samuel 28:3 
3
Now Samuel was dead, and all Israel had lamented him and buried him in Ramah, his own city. 

And Saul had removed from the land those who were mediums and spiritists.  



 

 

Verse 3 states that Samuel was dead.  The second part of the verse says that the mediums and 
spiritists were banished.   
Why do you think these are the first two comments about Saul?    

In Saul's eyes, what difference was there between the mediums and Samuel? 
Deuteronomy 18:10 
10

“There shall not be found among you anyone who makes his son or his daughter pass through the 

fire, one who uses divination, one who practices witchcraft, or one who interprets omens, or a 

sorcerer,  

Deuteronomy 18:11 
11

or one who casts a spell, or a medium, or a spiritist, or one who calls up the dead. 

 

1 Samuel 28:4 
4
So the Philistines gathered together and came and camped in Shunem; and Saul gathered all Israel 

together and they camped in Gilboa.  

1 Samuel 28:5 
5
When Saul saw the camp of the Philistines, he was afraid and his heart trembled greatly.  

1 Samuel 28:6 
6
When Saul inquired of the LORD, the LORD did not answer him, either by dreams or by Urim or 

by prophets.  

1 Samuel 28:7 
7
Then Saul said to his servants, “Seek for me a woman who is a medium, that I may go to her and 

inquire of her.” And his servants said to him, “Behold, there is a woman who is a medium at En-

dor.” 

 

1 Samuel 28:8 
8
Then Saul disguised himself by putting on other clothes, and went, he and two men with him, and 

they came to the woman by night; and he said, “Conjure up for me, please, and bring up for me 

whom I shall name to you.”  

1 Samuel 28:9 
9
But the woman said to him, “Behold, you know what Saul has done, how he has cut off those who 

are mediums and spiritists from the land. Why are you then laying a snare for my life to bring about 

my death?”  

1 Samuel 28:10 
10

Saul vowed to her by the LORD, saying, “As the LORD lives, no punishment shall come upon 

you for this thing.”  

1 Samuel 28:11 
11

Then the woman said, “Whom shall I bring up for you?” And he said, “Bring up Samuel for me.”  

1 Samuel 28:12 
12

When the woman saw Samuel, she cried out with a loud voice; and the woman spoke to Saul, 

saying, “Why have you deceived me? For you are Saul.”  

 

What does this tell you about the spiritual power at work here???? 
 If there is spiritual power, is that always good? 
 

 



 

1 Samuel 28:13 
13

The king said to her, “Do not be afraid; but what do you see?” And the woman said to Saul, “I see 

a divine being coming up out of the earth.”  

1 Samuel 28:14 
14

He said to her, “What is his form?” And she said, “An old man is coming up, and he is wrapped 

with a robe.” And Saul knew that it was Samuel, and he bowed with his face to the ground and did 

homage. 

 

1 Samuel 28:15 
15

Then Samuel said to Saul, “Why have you disturbed me by bringing me up?” And Saul answered, 

“I am greatly distressed; for the Philistines are waging war against me, and God has departed from 

me and no longer answers me, either through prophets or by dreams; therefore I have called you, 

that you may make known to me what I should do.”  

 

When you think of mediums…. What do you think of?  (fakes?) 
 What does the Bible say is happening here? 
Where did people go after dying before Jesus died on the cross?   
 

Luke 16:19 
19

“Now there was a rich man, and he habitually dressed in purple and fine linen, joyously living in 

splendor every day.  

Luke 16:20 
20

“And a poor man named Lazarus was laid at his gate, covered with sores,  

Luke 16:21 
21

and longing to be fed with the crumbs which were falling from the rich man’s table; besides, even 

the dogs were coming and licking his sores.  

Luke 16:22 
22

“Now the poor man died and was carried away by the angels to Abraham’s bosom; and the rich 

man also died and was buried.  

Luke 16:23 
23

“In Hades he lifted up his eyes, being in torment, and saw
*
 Abraham far away and Lazarus in his 

bosom.  

Luke 16:24 
24

“And he cried out and said, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus so that he may 

dip the tip of his finger in water and cool off my tongue, for I am in agony in this flame.’  

Luke 16:25 
25

“But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that during your life you received your good things, and 

likewise Lazarus bad things; but now he is being comforted here, and you are in agony.  

Luke 16:26 
26

‘And besides all this, between us and you there is a great chasm fixed, so that those who wish to 

come over from here to you will not be able, and that none may cross over from there to us.’  

Luke 16:27 
27

“And he said, ‘Then I beg you, father, that you send him to my father’s house— 

 He can’t get out and there is no communication from there 
 
Luke 16:28 



 

28
for I have five brothers—in order that he may warn them, so that they will not also come to this 

place of torment.’  

Luke 16:29 
29

“But Abraham said
*
, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them hear them.’  

Luke 16:30 
30

“But he said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent!’  

Luke 16:31 
31

“But he said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be persuaded 

even if someone rises from the dead.’” 

 

 

Luke 23:43 
43

And He said to him, “Truly I say to you, today you shall be with Me in Paradise.” 

 

What’s the contrast to believers in these two stories? 
 

In the middle of telling us about spiritual gifts…. 

 

Ephesians 4:8 
8
Therefore it says, 

 “WHEN HE ASCENDED ON HIGH, 

 HE LED CAPTIVE A HOST OF CAPTIVES, 

 AND HE GAVE GIFTS TO MEN.” 

 

Ephesians 4:9 
9
(Now this expression, “He ascended,” what does it mean except that He also had descended into 

the lower parts of the earth?  

Ephesians 4:10 
10

He who descended is Himself also He who ascended far above all the heavens, so that He might 

fill all things.) 

 

 

1 Samuel 28:16 
16

Samuel said, “Why then do you ask me, since the LORD has departed from you and has become 

your adversary?  

1 Samuel 28:17 
17

“The LORD has done accordingly as He spoke through me; for the LORD has torn the kingdom 

out of your hand and given it to your neighbor, to David.  

1 Samuel 28:18 
18

“As you did not obey the LORD and did not execute His fierce wrath on Amalek, so the LORD 

has done this thing to you this day.  

1 Samuel 28:19 
19

“Moreover the LORD will also give over Israel along with you into the hands of the Philistines, 

therefore tomorrow you and your sons will be with me. Indeed the LORD will give over the army 

of Israel into the hands of the Philistines!” 

 



 

Ouch…. Collateral damage 
 People who do not follow God damage more than themselves 
 

1 Samuel 28:20 
20

Then Saul immediately fell full length upon the ground and was very afraid because of the words 

of Samuel; also there was no strength in him, for he had eaten no food all day and all night.  

1 Samuel 28:21 
21

The woman came to Saul and saw that he was terrified, and said to him, “Behold, your 

maidservant has obeyed you, and I have taken my life in my hand and have listened to your words 

which you spoke to me.  

1 Samuel 28:22 
22

“So now also, please listen to the voice of your maidservant, and let me set a piece of bread before 

you that you may eat and have strength when you go on your way.”  

1 Samuel 28:23 
23

But he refused and said, “I will not eat.” However, his servants together with the woman urged 

him, and he listened to them. So he arose from the ground and sat on the bed.  

1 Samuel 28:24 
24

The woman had a fattened calf in the house, and she quickly slaughtered it; and she took flour, 

kneaded it and baked unleavened bread from it.  

1 Samuel 28:25 
25

She brought it before Saul and his servants, and they ate. Then they arose and went away that 

night. 

Recently saw a spiritualist… John Edwards??? 
 Called himself a medium 
  Knew AMAZING facts about people…. Dead  
 

Americans… skeptical of spiritual power….. but does exist 
 If from God – ALWAYS glorifying Christ 
 If from the enemy – ALWAYS deceiving and ignoring/taking away from Christ 
 

1 John 4:1 
1
Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because 

many false prophets have gone out into the world.  

1 John 4:2 
2
By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the 

flesh is from God;  

1 John 4:3 
3
and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God; this is the spirit of the antichrist, of 

which you have heard that it is coming, and now it is already in the world. 

 
Giving people something REALLY important 
   Faith 
   Hope 
   Love 
   And….Resolving of guilt 



 

      
WAIT A MINUTE – That’s what WE are supposed to be giving (through 
gospel) 
 

 

Guys… We’re at war 
 Everything about this story is about war 
  The war Saul is fighting (for territory and defense of his people) 
  The battle for his heart – Saul’s fears vs doing what is right 
   Religion vs Relationship….Saul – losing that war 
    But guess what….so do we 
     “if I do this… God will be happy with me” 
     “if I do something bad… god will punish me” 
 

We are at war   TODAY….. 

 Strangest war….. we don’t know the battle plan… 

 

2 Corinthians 2:10 
10

But one whom you forgive anything, I forgive also; for indeed what I have forgiven, if I have 

forgiven anything, I did it for your sakes in the presence of Christ,  

2 Corinthians 2:11 
11

so that no advantage would be taken of us by Satan, for we are not ignorant of his schemes. 
 Well thought out strategies!!!!!  Against you!!!! 
 

Schemes� methods…. 

 Involves  strategy 

   planning 

   calculations 

 

 



 

 

Ephesians 6:11 
11

Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the 

devil.  

Ephesians 6:12 
12

For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against 

the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places. 

 

 

 

 

What is the enemy’s goal today??? 

 To get us to sin???? 

  WAY DEEPER than that….  

 

Revelation 12:10 
10

Then I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, 

“Now the salvation, and the power, and the kingdom of our God and the authority of His Christ 

have come, for the accuser of our brethren has been thrown down, he who accuses them before our 

God day and night. 

 

He wants us devoured with guilt and shame…. 

 Nullified of the LIFE of the gospel 

  Sin is just the vehicle to get you there. 

 

 

 



 

  



 

  

 

 

 

2 Samuel 1:1 
1
Now it came about after the death of Saul, when David had returned from the slaughter of the 

Amalekites, that David remained two days in Ziklag.  

2 Samuel 1:2 
2
On the third day, behold, a man came out of the camp from Saul, with his clothes torn and dust on 

his head. And it came about when he came to David that he fell to the ground and prostrated 

himself.  

2 Samuel 1:3 
3
Then David said to him, “From where do you come?” And he said to him, “I have escaped from 

the camp of Israel.”  

2 Samuel 1:4 
4
David said to him, “How did things go? Please tell me.” And he said, “The people have fled from 

the battle, and also many of the people have fallen and are dead; and Saul and Jonathan his son are 

dead also.”  

2 Samuel 1:5 
5
So David said to the young man who told him, “How do you know that Saul and his son Jonathan 

are dead?”  

2 Samuel 1:6 
6
The young man who told him said, “By chance I happened to be on Mount Gilboa, and behold, 

Saul was leaning on his spear. And behold, the chariots and the horsemen pursued him closely.  

2 Samuel 1:7 
7
“When he looked behind him, he saw me and called to me. And I said, ‘Here I am.’  

2 Samuel 1:8 
8
“He said to me, ‘Who are you?’ And I answered him, ‘I am an Amalekite.’  

 

Do you remember Saul and the Amalekites? 
 
 
2 Samuel 1:9 
9
“Then he said to me, ‘Please stand beside me and kill me, for agony has seized me because my life 

still lingers in me.’  

2 Samuel 1:10 
10

“So I stood beside him and killed him, because I knew that he could not live after he had fallen. 

And I took the crown which was on his head and the bracelet which was on his arm, and I have 

brought them here to my lord.” 

 

2 Samuel 1:11 
11

Then David took hold of his clothes and tore them, and so also did all the men who were with 

him.  

2 Samuel 1:12 
12

They mourned and wept and fasted until evening for Saul and his son Jonathan and for the people 

of the LORD and the house of Israel, because they had fallen by the sword.  



 

2 Samuel 1:13 
13

David said to the young man who told him, “Where are you from?” And he answered, “I am the 

son of an alien, an Amalekite.” 

New American Standard Bible 

 

 

2 Samuel 1:14 
14

Then David said to him, “How is it you were not afraid to stretch out your hand to destroy the 

LORD’S anointed?”  

2 Samuel 1:15 
15

And David called one of the young men and said, “Go, cut him down.” So he struck him and he 

died.  

2 Samuel 1:16 
16

David said to him, “Your blood is on your head, for your mouth has testified against you, saying, 

‘I have killed the LORD’S anointed.’” 

 

 


